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Takeaway in a tiara

Proud mother Colleen Zablocki with
her daughter Rachael Finch

More photos of Rachael’s visit home
on pages 64-65 today

M cD O N A L D ’S W illows cu s-
tom er s h ad a welcom e su r pr ise

yesterday when Miss Universe
A ustr a lia R a ch ael F in ch lean ed ou t

th e dr ive-th r ough win dow.
R ach ael v is ited h er f orm er wor k pla ce in

K ir wan a s pa r t of a f ive-day tou r of h er
h om e town , th an k in g ever yon e f or th eir
suppor t th r ough ou t h er j ou r n ey so f a r .
‘‘I r ea lly wan t to t r y it a l l aga in ,’’ sh e sa id,

don n in g a cap an d tak in g h er pla ce beh in d
th e coun ter .
S h e a lso took on th e ch a llen ge of dish in g

ou t th e tr ick y sof t -ser ve ice-cr eam s a n d r e-
ceiv in g a f ew ton gue-in -ch eek digs f r om
sta f f m em ber s tell in g h er to ‘h u r r y up’.

E a r l i e r , R a c h a e l w a s m ob b e d b y
students a t her former school, Ryan
C a th olic C ollege, wh er e sh e r em in isced
abou t th e sch ool, h er tea ch er s , an d a f ew
deten t ion s f or ‘ta lk in g too m uch ’.

‘‘I ’m sign in g au togr aph s — m e! ’’ sh e
la u gh ed in d i s be l i e f t o h er f or m er
tea ch er s , a s studen ts swa rm ed a r ound
h er with pieces of paper , ph otos an d
even th e back of th eir h an ds f or th e
s ign a tu r e of th eir M iss U n iver se A us-
t r a l ia .

O n e o f t h e s t u d en t s , K a t e l y n
G r ocott , 13, sa id sh e th ough t R ach ael
wa s ‘f abu lou s ’ an d j oin ed th e lin e f or
a ph otogr aph .
‘‘S h e’s r ea lly beau t if u l an d sh e de-

ser ves to win ,’’ K a telyn sa id.
R a ch ael sa id sh e h ad been look in g

f or wa r d to a tr ip h om e ever s in ce sh e
h ad won th e t it le, ta k in g in th e s igh ts
of T h e S tr an d yester day a f ter n oon .

‘‘I ’m get t in g ba ck in to wa ter sk i in g on
S a tu r day an d I get to go sk ydiv in g on M on -
day an d scuba div in g, it ’s am azin g,’’ sh e
sa id.

H er m oth er C olleen Z ablock i , wh o is r e-
cover in g f r om an in ten s ive sh ou lder oper -
a t ion , sa id sh e wa s ex t r em ely pr oud of
R ach ael an d was look in g f or wa r d to spen d-
in g som e qua lity t im e with h er .
‘‘R a ch ael is j u st R a ch ael, I th in k th is h a s

m ade h er st r on ger , sh e h a s lea r n ed a lot
f r om th e n igh t th a t sh e won th is t it le up
un t i l n ow,’’ M s Z ablock i sa id.
‘‘S h e’s been pu t in to s itu a t ion s an d sh e’s

ta k en it a ll on boa r d an d tak en it in h er
st r ide, j u st a s R ach ael does .’’
H er f a th er S teve F in ch h ad n ot seen h is

daugh ter s in ce sh e won th e t it le in S ydn ey
an d cou ld n ot wa it to ca tch up.
‘‘W e’ve book ed to go to th e B ah am as a l-

r eady (f or th e M iss U n iver se f in a l) an d I
th in k h er ch an ces a r e pr et ty good,’’ M r
F in ch sa id.
‘‘S h e ta lk s r ea lly well an d sh e’s an ef f er -

vescen t sor t of per son so sh e’l l do well .’’
R a ch ael wa s n ot m ak in g too m an y pr e-

dict ion s of h er ch an ces a t th e f in a l , wh ich
will be h eld in A ugust , bu t sa id sh e wou ld
r epr esen t A ust r a lia with pr ide.
‘‘I wou ld love to win bu t I th in k th a t it ’s

wh a t you do with th e t it le th a t m ak es you a
win n er ,’’ sh e sa id.
‘‘I can j u st do th e best I can an d use th is

s u ppor t a n d en cou r a gem en t I ’v e been
given to h elp m e a lon g th e way .’’

— RACHEL TOUNE


